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Thinking of Starting a Business?

Consider Genoa Springboard:
Where Business Begins

What Is Genoa Springboard?

Genoa Springboard is a small business
incubator. A small business incubator is a
building housing one or more new businesses
and offering them special advantages. These
advantages can include more affordable rents,
shared business services, equipment and
furnishings, and access to professional,
technical and financial assistance during
early, critical stages of development.

Genoa Springboard opened in February, 2010
and has successfully graduated its first
businesses from the program. Springboard is
now available for a second group of
businesses.

Where is the Incubator Located?

Genoa Springboard is moving to a new
location in the former Genoa City Hall on

N. Genoa Street one block off Main Street.
This larger location will accommodate more
tenants. Genoa Main Street,Inc. will lease
space in the building to each individual
tenant. The amount of space each tenant
leases will depend on their needs. Tenants
will have the advantages of the incubator for
a specified period of time, generally 1-2
years. Tenants are expected to remain in
downtown Genoa after they have graduated
from the incubator program.
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What is Genoa Main Street, Inc.?

Genoa Main Street, Inc. is a nationally
certified, award winning  non-profit

organization dedicated to promoting and
improving downtown Genoa. GMS has been
in existence for over 15 years. The
organization has successful track record
including improving downtown buildings,

operating the popular Open Air Markets,
building the downtown ice rink and park,
holding many events and promotions that
bring people downtown, and playing a key
role in recruiting new downtown businesses.

Who can apply to be in the Incubator?

Business start-ups looking for their first
commercial location

Existing businesses looking to relocate or
expand to downtown Genoa

Start up nonprofit organizations

Who will Guide the Incubator Businesses?

While Genoa Main Street, Inc. will manage the
incubator, a team of outstanding professionals
in a variety of fields will guide the new
businesses. These professionals are draw
from the following areas of expertise and
organizations:

City officials

Chamber of Commerce

Bankers

Realtors

Financial Advisors

University Business School Staff

Insurance

Law

Marketing

| might be interested in Genoa Springboard.
What do | do?

Springboard applications are available at
www.genoamainstreet.orgYou also can call
the Genoa Main Street, Inc. office at 815 784-
6961 or e-mailgenoamainstreet@atcyber.net
to have an application sent to you. Contact the
Main Street office for more information.
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Front of Building

Genoa Springboard spaces range in size from Downtown Genoa is a thriving business district
80 s.f. to approximately 500 s.f. and can be with shops, offices, a park, library and ice rink.
grouped to create larger spaces. The southern It hosts frequent public events and an open air
portion of the building has 11 ft. ceilings. market. Genoa Main Street, Inc. coordinates
Some spaces have private entrances in downtown improvement projects including
addition to the main entrance and lobby area. facade painting, planters and banners.

Storage, kitchen, meeting space and off-street
parking are available.  The building is
handicap accessible.

Genoa is approximately 14 miles north of
DeKalb and Northern lllinois University. 190

is only 13 miles northeast and provides direct
access to Chicago and its northwest suburbs.
Genoa is just 15 miles east of 139, a major
north/south link. In addition, 188 is 17 miles
to the south and provides access to the
western suburbs to the east and the Quad
Cities to the west.

lllinois Routes 23 and 72 intersect at the
city’s eastern business district. Route 23 has
grown to become the major north-south
thoroughfare west of Route 47. Route 72,
which passes directly through the downtown
area, is a major east-west artery (Higgins
Road) to the northwest suburbs.




